Primulina lechangensis (Gesneriaceae), a new species from northern Guangdong province in southern China is described and illustrated. Its morphology suggests affinities to P. longicalyx, but can be distinguished from similar taxon by several distinct characters including: smaller leaf blade (2.0-3.5 × 1.0-1.2 cm), base cuneate-attenuate; smaller bracts (1.0-1.5 × c. 0.15 cm); shorter calyx lobes (0.8-0.9 cm long) tuberculate inside; smaller corolla tube (c. 2 cm long), inflated in the middle and contracted near the mouth; shorter glabrous filaments (0.3-0.4 cm long), inserted 1.3-1.5 cm from base of corolla; stamens and staminodes glabrous; pistil 1.4-1.5 cm long, and capsule c. 1.5 cm long. This species is further exemplified by photographs, and a distribution map is presented.
Introduction
The expanded Primulina Hance (1883) (Gesneriaceae) comprises more than 150 species, of which the distribution and differentiation center is located from Southwest China to North Vietnam (Wei et al., 2010) . In late autumn of 2011, we collected some Primulina specimens in fruits from crevices of a carbonate sedimentary rocky hill along a roadside near Lechang, Shaoguang, Guangdong of Southern China. The living plants were introduced and cultivated in the nursery of the Gesneriad Conservation Center of China (GCCC) for future floral examination. After a year of careful cultivation, plants flowered in spring of 2013. The shape of the corolla tube (inflated in the middle, contracted near the mouth) is unusual in this genus, which can be readily distinguished from other species in Northern and Northwestern Guangdong. After consulting the local Flora and relevant literature (Wang et al., 1990 (Wang et al., ,1998 Li and Wang, 2004; Wei et al., 2010; Hong et al., 2012; Chung et al., 2013; Liang et al., 2013; Lu et al., 2013; Ning et al., 2013; Xu et al., 2013; Zhao et al., 2013; Li et al., 2014; Wen and Wei, 2014; Zheng and Deng, 2014; Zhou et al., 2014) and herbarium specimens deposited at ANU, BJFU, CDBI, CTC, GH, HN, IBK, IBSC, KUN, NU, PH, PE, US and VMN, we identified the collected specimens as a new species, Primulina lechangensis. The new species is described and illustrated along with its distribution map. Diagnosis: Primulina lechangensis resembles P. longicalyx but differs from the latter by having leaf blades with cuneate to attenuate bases, smaller inflorescence bracts, the corolla tube inflated in the middle and contracted near the mouth, and glabrous filaments.
Primulina lechangensis
Type: China. Guangxi Province, cultivated in the nursery of Gesneriad Conservation Center of China (GCCC), introduced from Lechang, Shaoguang City, 430 m a.s.l., growing in damp crevices of limestone rocks in a limestone cave, 6 May 2013, WF13050601 (Holotype: IBK!, Isotype: ANU!).
Acaulescent perennial herb; rhizome internodes inconspicuous. Leaves 6-8, basal, opposite, petiole cylindrical, 1-2 × c. 0.1 cm, pubescent; leaf blade slightly oblique, ovate to elliptic, 2.0-3.5 × 1.0-1.2 cm, chartaceous when dry, apex acute to obtuse, margin crenate from base, base cuneate to attenuate, adaxially appressed puberulent, abaxially densely velutinous. Lateral veins 3-4 on each side of midrib, adaxially impressed, abaxially conspicuous. Cymes axillary, 1-2 or more, unbranched, commonly 4-flowered; peduncle 2.5-3.0 cm long, c. 0.1 cm wide, densely glandular puberulent. Bracts 2, free, 1.0-1.5 × c. 0.15 cm, lanceolate-ovate, entire, densely puberulent. Pedicels c. 0.2 cm long, densely puberulent, intermixed with glandular puberulent. Calyx 5-partite from base, segments equal, lanceolate-linear, 0.8-0.9 × c. 0.1 cm, densely puberulent outside, tuberculate inside, margin entire, apex attenuate. Corolla whitish lilac to bluish purple, with mauve lines, c. 2 cm long, puberulent or glandular puberulent outside, glandular puberulent only on veins inside where filaments and staminodes fused to a tube, tube swollen, 1.4-1.5 cm long, contracted near the mouth, orifice c. Flowering period: April -May. Distribution: Only known from the type locality Lechang, Shaoguang city, northern Guangdong Province, China ( Fig. 3) .
Habitat: Primulina lechangensis grows in damp, shady cervices at the foot of a carbonate sedimentary rock hill in the north of Guangdong, China, at 430 m a.s.l. It is locally abundant and grows in subtropical evergreen seasonal rain forest.
Etymology: The species is named after the type locality Lechang in Guangdong Province. Vernacular name: China: Lechang baochunjutai. 
